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ABSTRACT 

 

Startup sustainability has become a critical issue in entrepreneurship as new ventures 

face intense competition, resource constraints, and rapidly changing markets. In Australia, 

entrepreneurial startups play a vital role in innovation, employment generation, and economic 

growth. This article examines the concept of startup sustainability, focusing on financial stability, 

business models, innovation capability, leadership, ecosystem support, and environmental and 

social responsibility. It highlights the factors that influence long-term survival and growth of 

startups and discusses strategies that can enhance sustainable entrepreneurial success. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Entrepreneurial startups are key drivers of economic development, yet many fail within 

their early years. Sustainability in startups goes beyond short-term survival and emphasizes long-

term value creation, resilience, and adaptability. In the Australian context, understanding startup 

sustainability is essential for building competitive and responsible entrepreneurial ventures 

(Quaglia, 2023). 

Startup sustainability refers to the ability of a new venture to survive, grow, and remain 

competitive over time. It involves balancing financial performance with strategic, operational, 

and social considerations (Rajawat et al., 2023). 

Financial sustainability is a major challenge for startups. Effective cash flow 

management, access to funding, and prudent financial planning are essential for long-term 

survival in the Australian startup ecosystem (Rath et al., 2023). 

A strong and scalable business model supports sustainable growth. Startups must clearly 

define their value proposition, target market, and revenue streams to achieve stability. 

Innovation plays a crucial role in startup sustainability. Continuous product and process 

innovation enables startups to adapt to changing customer needs and competitive pressures 

(Rehman et al., 2019). 

Entrepreneurial leadership significantly influences sustainability. Founders’ vision, 

decision-making skills, and ability to manage uncertainty shape the long-term direction of 

startups.Human capital is another important factor. Skilled and motivated employees contribute 

to productivity, innovation, and organizational resilience in startups. 

Support from entrepreneurial ecosystems enhances startup sustainability. Incubators, 

accelerators, universities, and government programs in Australia provide mentorship, resources, 

and networks (Rott, 2023). 

Risk management helps startups navigate uncertainty. Identifying financial, operational, 

and market risks allows entrepreneurs to implement strategies that reduce potential failures. 
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Social and environmental sustainability is increasingly important for startups. Australian 

entrepreneurs are adopting responsible practices that align business goals with societal 

expectations. Technology adoption strengthens startup sustainability. Digital tools, data analytics, 

and automation improve efficiency and enable startups to scale effectively. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Entrepreneurial startup sustainability is essential for long-term economic growth and 

innovation. In Australia, startups that integrate strong financial management, innovative business 

models, effective leadership, and ecosystem support are more likely to succeed. Embracing 

technological advancement and sustainable practices further enhances resilience and 

competitiveness. By focusing on sustainability, entrepreneurial startups can create lasting value 

for stakeholders and contribute meaningfully to national and global economies. 
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